On the Threshold

but that will be of his own free will in service,.
and not by the binding to the wheel of births and
deaths. And as he passes through that stage and
reaches the third Portal, the third great Initiation,
he becomes the one who receives birth no more;

for in that very birth he shall pa$s through the
fourth stage which takes him to the threshold of
Nirvana, and there can be no law that binds the
Soul, for every fetter is broken and the Soul is
free ; the fourth stage is that of the Arhat, where
the last. remaining fetters are utterly thrown aside.

Can we trace in any fashion at all these last
stages, these four steps of Initiation ? Can we
realize, however dimly, what the work is which
makes the passing of these four Gateways possible,
and which makes the changed life on the other side ?
We have seen that the candidate is by no means
perfect. We see, in these published books that are
lit by gleams from within the Temple, that still
there are ten fetters of human weakness that one
by one are to be cast off. 1 do not now take them
in detail, explaining each, for that would carry us
too much within the Temple itself, and my work
here is only in the Outer Court; but as you know,,
they may be stated, and 1 believe are likely before
very long to be traced for you here one by one by a
competent hand. Let us then, without going into
detail, take them simply as guides for the moment,
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